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John Brown
1. Was John Brown’s trial fair?
From his arrest to the time when he was arraigned in court, the trial process of John Brown was hurried based on the governor of Virginia’s requests. A week after their arrest, John and his co-accused were arraigned before the county courthouse in Charleston. Later that afternoon, an injured John was brought back into the courthouse for the beginning of his trial (Fleming, 2018). They did not even wait until he got better so he could be in a position to defend himself in court. The time taken to try John was ridiculously short, giving little time for the defence team to come up with a solid case. The judge repeatedly declined requests from the defence to delay the trial process to allow the defence team to assemble a concrete counter-argument. Furthermore, the defence was allowed to introduce into the case evidence that was collected illegally collected from John's farmhouse
Additionally, the jury, whose members were carefully selected and whose composition was majorly slave owners who had personal interests in the case, was bound to come up with a biased decision. This comes out clearly when they took less than one hour to come up with the conclusion that John was guilty of all charges laid against him. Two days later, the judge sentenced John to a death penalty (Fleming, 2018). The prosecution witnesses selected also had personal interests in the case, while those in the defence side were highly disregarded even by the court. Finally, the court seemed to be inclining more to the treason and murder charges, for which they had gathered sufficient evidence, as compared to the charges relating to the conspiracy to incite slaves against their owners, the sole reason for his arrest. Therefore, based on this evidence, the trial of John Brown was far from being fair.


2. Would giving him a fair trial have obstructed the march towards the civil war?
Irrespective of all the other factors, the arrest of John, a known abolitionist, in Virginia was by itself a tipping point towards the decision to go to war. As much as the arrest, trial and execution of John Brown ensured the election of President Abraham Lincoln, it pushed the North and South a step closer towards the war, whether or not it was conducted fairly. In the south, John’s raids, which were funded and sponsored by some abolitionists in the North, meant that these abolitionists were meddling in the business of the southern states. Based on this, talks about secession started getting into the floor of the U.S Senate, being introduced by Senator Jefferson Davis (Carvalho III, 2020).  On the other hand, in the North, John Brown was treated as a political martyr; killed fighting for what is right and just. By unjustly trying one of their own, the abolitionists in the North felt the need to respond to these actions of the Southern proslavery state.
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